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occasionally points to certain stages in the history of the nation. Certain philosophical tenets are expressed or alluded to in some works. Works of Alaftkaca frequently quote illustrative verses and thereby help Us to fix the comparative periods of the poems and the Alankara works.
Whereas we get both external and internal eviden* ces with reference to Classical age, we have to rely purely on internal evidence for the Vedic age; because in the earliest stages, Indian culture and civilization grew almost in a state of isolation from the rest of the world,
The Vedic Literature
Sanskrit Literature can be broadly divided into two main divisions namely the Vedic and the Classical. The Vedic Itterature, according to Macdonell, covers a period from 1500 B. Q to 200 B. C. and the post-vedic or classical literature covers all the subsquent periods. The beginning of the Vedic age is taken by some scholars as far back as 3000 B. C.. and by others to a much earlier age. In the former half of the Vedic period, the character of the literature was creative and poetical. The centre of culture was the Indus Valley, the modern Punjab. In the latter half, Vedic literature is theologically speculative in matter and prosaic in form, with the centre of culture laid in and around the Ganges Valley.
The Vedic literature comprises the four Vedas, Rigveda. Yagurveda, Samaveda and Atharvawda-, eadi